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As well as being beautifully designed and made 
the English Willow range also has impressive 
green credentials. 

Willow is a sustainable and renewable European 
crop which grows quickly � the slender stems 
can grow up to eight feet between April and 
October, and each year these long, slim stems, 
�withies�, are cut from the trees in a centuries-old 
technique known as pollarding, a process which 
leaves enough growth to ensure another crop 
next year. The bark is stripped and the withies 
are either left with their natural bu� colour or 
bleached white by leaching in hot water.  
After harvesting and preparation, the withies are 
tied into bunches and kept wet in order to keep 
them supple for weaving.

Marston & Langinger have long-established 
relations with village hand workers, who generally 
cultivate willows trees themselves and weave 




